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FEATURES
NATIVE RHYTHMS FESTIVAL
In celebration and honor of Native Amer-
ican Heritage Month, the Native Heritage 
Gathering, the Indian River Flute Circle, 
Riverwind Flute Circle, and the Native 
Rhythms Festival Committee will host 
the 16th annual Native Rhythms Festival. 

Page 10

COCOA BEACH ART SHOW
The 2024 Cocoa Beach Art Show hap-
pens during the Thanksgiving Holiday 
Weekend. They’re hosting 130 artists 
from across the country who will display 
and sell their work. 
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LIL ED & THE BLUES IMPERIALS
Since their introduction to the Blues 
world, they have toured regularly intro-
ducing their new releases since the late 
80s/ early 90s. This concert, produced by 
Brevard Music Group, is presented on the 
stage of Cadillac Cove.
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RUCKUS
Remaining members of local rock band 
Mayhem regrouped with a new singer 
and have been back as Ruckus. The 
band plays a good amount of alt rock 
of Foo Fighters, Alice in Chains, Blink 
182, and Everlong along with some reg-
gae styled music.
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THE PIRATE REVOLUTION
The Pirate Revolution Ball Benefit for 
Save The Manatee, promises to be a 
Swashbuckling event for Pirates and 
Parrotheads alike, with the band Switch 
headlining.  
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SOUTH STAR FESTIVAL
C3 has an enormous roster of festivals 
and events they put on year after year. 
This year they decided to launch the 
inaugural South Star Festival in Hunts-
ville boasting a line up straight off the 
top 100 of the 1990’s. And Matthew 
Bretz was there to write about it.
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In celebration and honor of Native 
American Heritage Month, the Na-

tive Heritage Gathering, Inc., the In-
dian River Flute Circle, Riverwind 
Flute Circle, and the Native Rhythms 
Festival Committee will host the 16th 
annual Native Rhythms Festival. This 
event will be held at the Wickham Park 
amphitheater, Melbourne, the weekend 
of November 8th to 10th, 2024. Build-
ing on previous festivals, the 2024 
event will include even more entertain-
ment, craftsmanship, art and learning 
experiences. Admission to the festival 
is FREE. Musical performances are 
scheduled throughout each day starting 
at 9 am, with headliner performances 
starting in the late afternoon through 
9:30 pm Friday and Saturday, 9 am to 
5:30 pm on Sunday.
	 Multiple award-winning musi-
cians, featuring Native American Mu-
sic Awards Artist of the year 2019, 
Shelley Morningsong and her husband, 
Men’s Traditional Dance First Place 
champion, Gathering of Nations, Fa-
bian Fontenelle, along with additional 
awarded artists from all over the Unit-
ed States will be on stage throughout 
the weekend. There will be competi-
tions for flute-playing, flute-making, 
and art creation. This family-friendly 
festival will also host a wide variety 
of workshops. This year the commit-
tee selected the Florida Sandhill Crane 
as logo and animal for the 16th annual 
event. The festival is family-friendly. 
This is the largest free Native music-
related festival in the Southeast.

www.nativerhythmsfestival.com 

Nov 8-10, Wickham Park

Native Rhythms Fest
The Melbourne Municipal Band 

(MMB) brings together all its 
ensembles for the first time in a one-
night-only concert November 7th. 
“Band-A-Rama” begins at 7 pm at the 
Melbourne Auditorium, 625 E. Hibis-
cus Blvd. The event is free and tick-
ets are not required. Doors open at 6 
pm. “We will have MMB ensembles 
large and small as we present a vari-
ety of musical styles,” said Conductor 
Staci Rosbury. “The evening features 
performances by the MMB Concert 
Band, Rock & Roll Revue, 3-2-1 Jazz 
Orchestra, Adagio Sax Quartet, New 
Horizons Band, Clarinetics, and the 
Sunshine Brass Quintet. For the big 
finish, all the ensembles will play to-
gether. You don’t want to miss this!”

www.MelbourneMunicipalBand.org

Nov 7, 7pm, Melbourne Auditorium

MMB: Band-A-Rama

Central Brevard Art Association is 
proud and pleased to return to the 

Cocoa Beach Library. Conveniently 
located close to downtown Cocoa 
Beach, this Art Show will have free ad-
mission and free parking. This year’s 
CBAA Holiday Art Show promises to 
bring exciting new art for gift giving 
and enjoyment to anyone. The Central 
Brevard Art Association’s Holiday Art 
Show is Friday, Nov 22nd, 9am-5pm; 
Saturday, Nov 23rd, 9am-5pm, and 
Sunday, Nov 24th, 1pm-4pm.

www.cbaaartists.com

CBAA Holiday Art Show

The tradition continues in Down-
town Cocoa Beach. The 2024 Co-

coa Beach Art Show happens during 
the Thanksgiving Holiday Weekend. 
They’re hosting 130 artists from across 
the country who will display and sell 
their work along Minutemen Cause-
way and Brevard Ave. But the event 
offers much more than a cultural set-
ting with a juried art show. There will 
be a Student Art Show Saturday, a free 
Kids’ Hands on Art tent, food vendors, 
beverages are sold, and lots of live mu-
sic. The stage is located at Area 142 on 
Minutemen Causeway, right in front of 
SR A1A northbound featuring some of 
the Space Coast’s most talented musi-
cians and bands.
	 The official start is the Friday 
Night Street Party on November 29h 
from 5:30 to 11 pm. FloMotion starts 
playing at 5.30 pm followed by the Tru 
Phonic at 8:30 pm.
	 Live entertainment has always 
been a major part of this art show, and 
this year festival organizers have put 
together an incredible line-up.
	 Saturday, Nov 30th: 11am Aqua-
nuts, 2pm Mondo Tikis, 5pm Cheetah 
Coalition, 8pm Razor’s Edge. Sunday, 
Dec 1st: 10:30am Kevin Ebright, 12pm 
Anna Delgado Band, 2:30pm Call The 
Wolf. The music never stops and there 
will be a lot of dancing.
	 The art show starts at 9 am and 
closes Saturday at 5 pm, Sunday at 
4pm. The music continues. This event 
is run by volunteers. 

www.CocoaBeachArtShow.org.

Nov 29-Dec 1, Downtown CB

Cocoa Beach Art Show
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Wednesday, Nov 13, 7:30pm
Cadillac Cove, Satellite Beach

LIL ED &
THE BLUES IMPERIALS

In Chicago, a city overflowing with unrivaled blues talent, 
world-renowned Lil’ Ed & The Blues Imperials have been 
standing tall for almost 30 years. The band’s big sound, 
fueled by Lil’ Ed’s gloriously rollicking slide work and 
deep blues string bending, along with his rough-edged, 
soulful vocals, is as real and hard-hitting as Chicago blues 
gets. The Chicago Sun-Times says, “Lil’ Ed & The Blues 
Imperials are the hottest purveyors of bottleneck boogie to 
come out of Chicago since Hound Dog Taylor.” 
	 Lil’ Ed Williams comes to the blues naturally. His 
uncle, Chicago slide guitar king and master songwriter 
J.B. Hutto, taught him how to feel, not just play the blues. 
Nine albums and thousands of performances later, Lil’ Ed 
is now universally hailed as a giant of the genre. Lil’ Ed 
and The Blues Imperials - bassist (and Ed’s half-brother) 
James “Pookie” Young, guitarist Mike Garrett and drum-
mer Kelly Littleton - have remained together for nearly 
30 years (an extraordinary feat for any group), the band 
fueling Ed’s songs with their rock-solid, road-tested, tele-
pathic musicianship.
	 The Big Sound Of Lil’ Ed & The Blues Imperials is the 
musically electrifying, emotionally intense and downright 
fun new album from the band Guitar Player calls “a snarl-
ing boogie-blues machine...they blow down the walls.” 
The CD features Lil’ Ed’s incendiary playing and play-
ful, passionate singing, with the ragged-but-right Blues 
Imperials cooking like mad alongside him. Produced by 
Williams and Alligator president Bruce Iglauer, it is a 
tour-de-force of authentic, deeply rooted Chicago blues. 
Williams wrote or co-wrote all but two of album’s 14 
songs, the other gems written by Uncle J.B. The Chicago 
Reader says the band’s music “is a soundtrack for dancing 
and celebration infused with a sense of hard-won survival.  

Lil Ed & The Blues Imperials are not new-
comers to our area. Since their introduc-

tion to the Blues world by Alligator Records, 
they have toured regularly introducing their 
new releases since the late 80s/ early 90s. 
This concert, produced by Brevard Music 
Group, is presented on the stage of Cadillac 
Cove. Ticket prices start at $20 and are avail-
able at www.BMGConcerts.com.
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Williams attacks his lyrics like he attacks his guitar: with 
bare-bones intensity that makes each word sound like a 
matter of life or death.”
	 Born in Chicago on April 8, 1955, in the heart of Chi-
cago’s tough West Side, Ed grew up surrounded by music. 
He was playing guitar, then drums and bass, by the time 
he was 12. Ed and Pookie received lessons and support 
from their famous uncle. “J.B. taught me everything I 
know,” says Ed. “I wouldn’t be where I am today without 
him.” Ed and Pookie spent their teen years making music 
together, and in 1975 formed the first incarnation of The 
Blues Imperials. Over the next few years, the group played 
every club in the neighborhood. Even so, they still needed 
day jobs to pay the bills. Ed worked ten hours a day as a 
buffer at the Red Carpet Car Wash. Pookie drove a school 
bus. Night after night they played their roaring brand of 
blues in tiny clubs, and eventually the word reached Al-
ligator president Bruce Iglauer. He invited the band into 
his recording studio which resulted in the band’s debut 
album, Roughhousin’, released in September of 1986.
	 Lil’ Ed & The Blues Imperials released eight Alliga-
tor albums between 1986 and 2012. With each one, the 
band’s national and international stature grew as their 
fan base - known internationally as “Ed Heads” - con-
tinued to expand. With 2006’s Rattleshake, Ed and com-
pany reached a whole new audience. Die-hard “Ed Head” 
Conan O’Brien brought the band before millions of televi-
sion viewers on two separate occasions. Success and ac-
colades never stop pouring in. 
	 The group took home the Living Blues Award for 
Best Live Performer in 2011, 2012 and 2013. They won 
the prestigious Blues Music Award for Band Of The Year 
in both 2007 and 2009. Meanwhile, their fiery music has 
more than stood the test of time. “We’re not band mem-
bers,” says Williams, “we’re family, and families stay to-
gether.”

www.BMGConcerts.com or call 321-783-9004

New Dates for
SC Art Festival & NKF Surf Festival

Photos by Paul Natkin
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Firstly, I hope you all have survived the recent spate 
of hurricanes and have not had to endure too much 

damage and losses. As we watch these events, conspiracy 
theories abound. Is the government actually making these 
things happen? What would be the advantage of that? 
There are many of these conspiracies floating around. 
Now, I love a good conspiracy and have read about many, 
but here’s one that really takes the cake. This one has been 
floating around since the Eighties. 
	 Do you want to take over the world and convince bil-
lions of people of a one world religion and a one world 
government? No problem! Just follow these 4 steps and 
you got it. This is the conspiracy known as “Project Blue 
Beam”. Here are the steps that need to be taken. 

Step 1 – The first thing to do is to break down all ar-
cheological knowledge. This will be accomplished by 
faking earthquakes at precise locations around the globe. 
Hmmm, how do you fake an earthquake? What would that 
entail? Dynamite? Nukes? I don’t know. Anyway, after 
faking these earthquakes, then you can fake “new discov-
eries” which will finally expose to all people the errors of 
all fundamental religious doctrines, especially Christian 
and Muslim doctrines. Ok, maybe this won’t be as easy 
as I thought. Convincing billions of people that their re-
ligious beliefs are wrong seems to be a daunting task if 
you ask me, but once you accomplish that, you can go on 
to step 2.
Step 2 – OK, this is where it gets crazy. Step 2 involves 
gigantic “space show” wherein three-dimensional holo-
graphic laser projections will be beamed all over the plan-
et. The projections will take the shape of whatever deity 
is most predominant, and  will speak in all languages. At 
the end of this light show, the gods will all merge into one 
god, the Antichrist. I have questions! Firstly, how many 
of these projections will there be? According to my cal-
culations, if this hologram was 100 yards high and wide, 
and project a half a mile up, it would be seen by an area 
of approximately 12-15 miles. Therefore, you would need 
about 127,000 projections so everybody in the world 
would see one. Were you on the A/V team in high school? 

By Chuck Van Riper

The Column

Project Blue Beam
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We may have found the perfect job for you! Also, let’s 
say the sky is cloudy that day, wouldn’t the white or grey 
colors in the hologram just blend into the cloud? Another 
downside I see here is the fact that they assume people 
would be stupid enough to believe that this holographic 
apparition in the sky was actually their deity of choice 
talking to them. So, that’s all you have to do to complete 
step 2. 
Step 3 – This one is kind of nebulous as to how they 
would pull this off, but it requires making each person be-
lieve their deity is personally talking to them telepathical-
ly, using extremely low frequency radio waves. Atheists 
would hear an absence of Richard Dawkins, the famous 
atheist.  So… where do we start? How do they determine 
what each person hears? If there is a group of, say, 100 
people. How do they distinguish what faith each person 
is, let alone doing that for a billion people? What if one 
guy is a Buddhist in a crowd of 1000 people? How’s that 
going to work? Seems like you would need to do an enor-
mous amount of research. Maybe they’ll use chatGTP. 
Well, here’s the final step.
Step 4 – Now step 4 has 3 parts. (Wouldn’t that be step 
4,5 and 6?) First is to convince everybody that an alien 
invasion is about to happen in every major city through-
out the world. Secondly, make every Christian believe 
that the rapture is about to happen. Lastly allowing the 
supernatural forces to travel through fiber optics, coax, 
power, and telephone lines to penetrate all electronic 
equipment and appliances that will, by then, all have a 
special microchip installed. By doing all this, people will 
be willing, even desperate to embrace the New World 
Order, again, assuming all of mankind is stupid enough 
to fall for all of this. People who don’t fall for this non-
sense? They would all be rounded up. Christian children 
would be used for human sacrifice or slaves, prisoners 
would be used for medical experiments and living organ 
donors. Healthy people will be sent to slave labor camps. 
Some will be sent to international re-education centers, 
after which they will make announcements on TV extol-
ing the virtues of the new world order. There will be an 
international execution center. Oh, boy.

	 Well, there you have it. How to take over the world in 
four easy (not) steps. Now I agree that there are factions 
in the world that would love to see this happen and I think 
that there are people taking steps now to that end. I just 
think that instead of the diabolical scene portrayed above, 
it would be much easier to convince people to follow you 
if you made sure every human being on earth had enough 
food, a place to live, and an assurance of a healthy life. 
That’s how you take over the world! 
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1 - FRIDAY  
BLIND LION: 8pm Hillbilly 
Hellcats
CADILLAC COVE: 8pm Off 
The Record
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 9pm Dueling Pianos
CROWNE PLAZA: 6pm Hot 
Pink
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 8pm 
Jaded Saints
FOO BAR: 10pm DJ Ducati
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 
6:30pm Krystal Clarke & The 
Ron Teixeira Trio
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ
KEY WEST BAR: 9pm 
Rockfish
LOU’S BLUES: 5:30pm 
Karaoke w/ Bob Neal; 9pm 
Psycho Magnets
SANDBAR: 4pm Kevin 
George; 9pm Short Circuit 
SLOW & LOW Viera: 
5:30pm Mike Steele
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8:30pm 
Kome Back Kid; 1:30am DJ
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 6pm TBA
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 
6:30pm Sunset Sound

2 - SATURDAY
BLIND LION: 8pm JK & The 
Contraband
CADILLAC COVE: 8pm 
Phoenix
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 9pm Line Dancing
CROWNE PLAZA: 12am 
Andrew Walker; 6pm Mikey B3
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 2pm 
Nasty Habits; 8pm Black Sheep
FOO BAR: 10pm DJ Dexter
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
TBA
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ
KEY WEST BAR: 9pm 
Heatstroke
LOU’S BLUES: 1pm John 
Nugent; 5:30pm Karaoke w/ 
Cindy; 9pm House DJ
SANDBAR: 9pm Karalyn & 
The Dawn Patrol
SLOW & LOW Viera: 
5:30pm Andy Harrington
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8:30pm 
Sease Fire; 1:30am DJ
SQUIDLIPS CB: 2pm Syd 
Taylor
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 1pm Frank 
Rios; 6pm Day Tripper
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 1pm 

TBA; 6:30pm Ruckus

3 - SUNDAY 
CADILLAC COVE: 2pm 
Aquinas (deck)
CROWNE PLAZA: 1pm 
Karalyn & Dawn Patrol
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 2pm 
Annika Chambers & Paul 
DesLaurier
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
Mark Hummel & The Blues 
Survivors
LOU’S BLUES: 2pm 
Sheepdawgs; 7pm Mike Steele
SANDBAR CB: 9pm DJ
SQUIDLIPS CB: 2pm John 
McDonald
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 12pm Kevin 
Chancellor; 4pm Buck Barefoot
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 2pm 
Forte Duo

4 - MONDAY 
CADILLAC COVE: 7pm 
Swampfox Jam 
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 7pm Karaoke
LOU’S BLUES: 7pm Dirty 
Bingo
SANDBAR: 8pm Jam Band

5 - TUESDAY  
CADILLAC COVE: 6:30pm 
Music Bingo
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 6pm Frankly Trivia
FOO BAR: 7pm Trivia
LOU’S BLUES: 6:30pm Trivia
SANDBAR CB: 8pm Teddy V
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8pm 
Jam w/ Russ Kellum

6 - WEDNESDAY  
CADILLAC COVE: 7pm 
Rock Star Karaoke w/ Joe 
Calautti
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 6pm Dueling Pianos
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 7pm 
Rockstar Karaoke 
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
TBA 
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ
KEY WEST BAR: 7pm Keven 
Beck
LOU’S BLUES: 7:30pm 
Karaoke w/ Cindy
SANDBAR: 8pm Cheetah Duo
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8pm 
Karalyn Woulas

7 - THURSDAY 
BLIND LION: 7:30pm 

Comedy
CADILLAC COVE: 7pm 
Trivia
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 7pm Line Dancing
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 6pm 
Ben Prestage
FOO BAR: 8pm DJ
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 6 & 
8:30pm Tinsley Ellis
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ 
LOU’S BLUES: 7:30pm Latin 
Night w/ DJ Oscar
SANDBAR: 8pm Karaoke
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8pm DJ
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 6pm The 
Jam
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 6pm 
Ray Fredell

8 - FRIDAY 
BLIND LION: 8pm Tony 
Wynn & Cameron Brown
CADILLAC COVE: 6pm 
Forte
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 9pm Dueling Pianos
CROWNE PLAZA: 6pm Jerzi
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 8pm 
Justified
FOO BAR: 10pm DJ Ducati
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 
6:30pm Aolani & Ron Teixeira 
Trio
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ
KEY WEST BAR: 9pm 
Mondo Tiki
LOU’S BLUES: 5:30pm 
Karaoke w/ Bob Neal; 9pm 
Super Freak
SANDBAR CB: 4pm Lucky 
Edward; 9pm Syndicate 
SLOW & LOW CB: 6pm 
Dave Myers
SLOW & LOW Viera: 5:30pm 
Redfish Rich
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8:30pm 
Rios Rock Band; 1:30am DJ
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 6pm Forte
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 
6:30pm Vintage Radio

9 - SATURDAY 
BLIND LION: 8pm Chief 
Cherry Quintet
CADILLAC COVE: 8pm 
Joules Rio
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 9pm Line Dancing
CROWNE PLAZA: 1pm Joe 
Calautti; 6pm Pink Spice
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 2pm St 

Entertainment Calendar
November 2024

John’s Wood; 8pm Murphy’s 
Law
FOO BAR: 10pm DJ Dexter
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
Honey Island Swamp Band
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ
KEY WEST BAR: 9pm 
Rockfish
LOU’S BLUES: 1pm Mark 
Baker; 5:30pm Karaoke w/ 
Cindy; 9pm Switch
SANDBAR CB: 9pm Bullet 
Dodgers
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8:30pm 
Fast Times; 1:30am DJ
SQUIDLIPS CB: 2pm 
Syndicate Duo
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 1pm 
Highwat 1; 6pm Galaxy
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 1pm 
Lee Zalnoski, 6:30pm Dreamer

10 - SUNDAY 
CADILLAC COVE: 2pm 
Absolute Blue (deck)
CROWNE PLAZA: 1pm 
Switch
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 2pm 
Chris Duarte
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: TBA
KEY WEST BAR: 9pm The 
G-Man
LOU’S BLUES: 2pm Smooth 
Play; 7pm Uncle Marky
SANDBAR CB: 9pm DJ
SQUIDLIPS CB: 2pm Sary 
Tuned
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 12pm 
FloriDave; 4pm Phoenix
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 2pm 
Kings County

11 - MONDAY 
CADILLAC COVE: 7pm 
Swampfox Jam 
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 7pm Karaoke
LOU’S BLUES: 7pm Dirty 
Bingo
SANDBAR CB: 8pm Jam
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 1pm Joshua 
Keels

12 - TUESDAY  
CADILLAC COVE: 6:30pm 
Music Bingo
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 6pm Frankly Trivia
FOO BAR: 7pm Trivia
LOU’S BLUES: 6:30pm Trivia
SANDBAR CB: 8pm Teddy V
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8pm 
Jam w/ Russ Kellum
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13 - WEDNESDAY 
CADILLAC COVE: 7:30pm 
Lil Ed & The Blues Imperials
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 6pm Dueling Pianos
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 7pm 
Rockstar Karaoke 
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
Jimmy Carpenter
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ
KEY WEST BAR: 7pm Joe 
& Tina
LOU’S BLUES: 7:30pm 
Coolers
SANDBAR CB: 8pm Project 
Orcon Revival
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8pm 
Jeff Bazemore

14 - THURSDAY
BLIND LION: 7:30pm 
Comedy
CADILLAC COVE: 7pm 
Trivia
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 7pm Line Dancing
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 6pm 
Jake Salter
FOO BAR: 8pm Throwback DJ
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
John Primer
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ 
LOU’S BLUES: 7:30pm 
Highway 1
SANDBAR CB: 8pm Karaoke
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8pm DJ
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 6pm The 
Jam
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 6pm 
Matt Simpson

15 - FRIDAY 
BLIND LION: 8pm Robby 
King Band
CADILLAC COVE: 8pm Not 
Just Candi
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 9pm Dueling Pianos
CROWNE PLAZA: 6pm 
Radar Red
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 8pm 
Hypersona
FOO BAR: 10pm DJ Ducati
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
Dave Hause
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ
KEY WEST BAR: 9pm 
Loaded Dice
LOU’S BLUES: 5:30pm 
Karaoke w/ Bob Neal; 9pm 

Short Circuit
SANDBAR CB: 4pm Jim 
Inman; 9pm Cheetah Coalition 
SLOW & LOW CB: 6pm 
Redfish Red
SLOW & LOW Viera: 5:30pm 
Joshua Keels
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8:30pm 
Midlife Crisis; 1:30am DJ
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 6pm The 
Kore
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 
6:30pm Jeff Marquis

16 - SATURDAY
BLIND LION: 8pm Vince Love 
& Soul Cats
CADILLAC COVE: 8pm Mr 
Martini Band
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 9pm Line Dancing
CROWNE PLAZA: 1pm 
Royal Ink; 6pm Harbor City 
Trio
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 2pm 
Blue Moon Rising; 8pm 
Crashrocket
FOO BAR: 10pm DJ Dexter
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
Johnny Sansone
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ
KEY WEST BAR: 9pm 
Nothins Easy
LOU’S BLUES: 1pm John 
McDonald; 5:30pm Karaoke w/ 
Cindy; 9pm Picture Show
SANDBAR CB: 9pm Love 
Valley
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8:30pm 
Karalyn & Dawn Patrol; 1:30am 
DJ
SQUIDLIPS CB: 2pm Ashley 
Breaux
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 1pm Island 
Breeze; 6pm Kings County
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 1pm 
Kyle Kraft; 6:30pm Element 115

17 - SUNDAY
CADILLAC COVE: 2pm 
Shelley Songer Band (deck)
CROWNE PLAZA: 1pm Tidal 
Theory
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 2pm 
Petty Nicks Band
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
The Jimmys
KEY WEST BAR: 9pm The 
G-Man
LOU’S BLUES: 2pm Radar 
Red; 7pm Alexander James
SANDBAR CB: 9pm DJ
SQUIDLIPS CB: 2pm Drew 
Halverson

SQUIDLIPS Mel: 12pm Forte 
Solo; 4pm Tree Frogs
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 2pm 
TBA

18 - MONDAY 
CADILLAC COVE: 7pm 
Swampfox Jam 
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 7pm Karaoke
LOU’S BLUES: 7pm Dirty 
Bingo
SANDBAR CB: 8pm Jam Band

19 - TUESDAY  
CADILLAC COVE: 6:30pm 
Music Bingo
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 6pm Frankly Trivia
FOO BAR: 7pm Trivia
KEY WEST BAR: 7pm Alex 
James
LOU’S BLUES: 6:30pm Trivia
SANDBAR CB: 8pm Teddy V
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8pm 
Jam w/ Russ Kellum

20 - WEDNESDAY  
CADILLAC COVE: 7pm 
Rock Star Karaoke w/ Joe 
Calautti
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 6pm Dueling Pianos
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 7pm 
Rockstar Karaoke
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
Krystal Clarke & The Ron 
Teixeira Trio 
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ
KEY WEST BAR: 7pm Joey 
Ferris
LOU’S BLUES: 7:30pm 
Karaoke w/ Cindy
SANDBAR CB: 8pm Adam 
Sean Duo
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8pm 
Serious Animal

21 - THURSDAY
BLIND LION: 7:30pm 
Comedy
CADILLAC COVE: 7pm 
Trivia
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 7pm Line Dancing
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 6pm 
TBA
FOO BAR: 8pm Throwback DJ
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 
6:30pm TBA
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ 
LOU’S BLUES: 7:30pm Latin 

Night w/ DJ Oscar
SANDBAR CB: 8pm Karaoke
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8pm DJ
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 6pm The 
Jam
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 6pm 
Kelley B

22 - FRIDAY 
BLIND LION: 8pm Tony 
Wynn & Cameron Brown
CADILLAC COVE: 8pm Pink 
Spice
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 9pm Dueling Pianos
CROWNE PLAZA: 6pm Billy 
Chapman Band
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 8pm 
Good Fellas
FOO BAR: 10pm DJ Ducati
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
TBA
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ
KEY WEST BAR: 9pm 
Donegal Hill
LOU’S BLUES: 5:30pm 
Karaoke w/ Bob Neal; 9pm 
Ruckus
SANDBAR CB: 4pm 506 Duo; 
9pm Over Under
SLOW & LOW CB: 6pm Wes 
Hufnagel
SLOW & LOW Viera: 5:30pm 
Andy Harrington
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8:30pm 
Radar Red; 1:30am DJ
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 6pm 
RokSlyde
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 
6:30pm TBA

23 - SATURDAY
BLIND LION: 8pm TW6
CADILLAC COVE: 8pm 
Switch
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 9pm Line Dancing
CROWNE PLAZA: 1pm 
Miranda Realino; 6pm Anna 
Delgado Band
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 2pm 
Electric Frogs; 8pm Rezen8
FOO BAR: 10pm DJ Dexter
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 
6:30pm Aolani & Ron Teixeira 
Trio
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ
KEY WEST BAR: 9pm 
Shelley Songer Band
LOU’S BLUES: 1pm Denise 
Turner; 5:30pm Karaoke w/ 
Cindy; 9pm Kings County
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SANDBAR CB: 9pm Blue 
Prints
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8:30pm 
Forte Band; 1:30am DJ
SQUIDLIPS CB: 2pm 
FloriDave
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 1pm John 
McDonald; 6pm Rios Rock 
Band
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 1pm 
James Miller; 6:30pm East 
Harbor Trio

24 - SUNDAY
CADILLAC COVE: 2pm Lil 
Lin Band (deck); Johnny Mills 
Memorial
CROWNE PLAZA: 1pm 
Reggae Juice
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 2pm 
Otis Cadillac
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
Ultimate Santana Tribute Band
KEY WEST BAR: 9pm The 
G-Man
LOU’S BLUES: 2pm Coolers; 
7pm Keano B
SANDBAR CB: 9pm DJ
SQUIDLIPS CB: 2pm Bill 
Cockrell
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 12pm 
Joshua Keels; 4pm Soultime
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 2pm 
Soul Shot

25 - MONDAY 
CADILLAC COVE: 7pm 
Swampfox Jam 
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 7pm Karaoke
LOU’S BLUES: 7pm Dirty 
Bingo
SANDBAR CB: 8pm Jam Band

26 - TUESDAY  
CADILLAC COVE: 6:30pm 
Music Bingo
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 6pm Frankly Trivia
FOO BAR: 7pm Trivia
LOU’S BLUES: 6:30pm Trivia
SANDBAR CB: 8pm Teddy V
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8pm 
Jam w/ Russ Kellum

27 - WEDNESDAY  
CADILLAC COVE: 7pm 
Rockfish
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 6pm Dueling Pianos
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 7pm 
Rockstar Karaoke
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
Aolani & Ron Teixeira Trio 
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 

Lessons; 9pm Country DJ
KEY WEST BAR: 7pm 
G-Man; Turkey Toss
LOU’S BLUES: 7:30pm Short 
Circuit
SANDBAR: 8pm Syndicate 
Duo
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8pm DJ 
Fanatic

THANKSGIVING
28 - THURSDAY 

BLIND LION: 7:30pm 
Comedy
CADILLAC COVE: open
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 7pm Line Dancing
CROWNE PLAZA: 12am 
David Kujat (inside); Taco 
Toasters (outside)
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 6pm 
Rusty & Laurie Wright
FOO BAR: 8pm Throwback DJ
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
TBA
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ 
LOU’S BLUES: closed
SANDBAR CB: 8pm Karaoke
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 7pm 
open
SQUIDLIPS Mel: closed
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: closed

29 - FRIDAY 
BLIND LION: 7:30 & 9:30pm 
Comedy Showcase
CADILLAC COVE: 8pm Billy 
Chapman Band
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 9pm Dueling Pianos
CROWNE PLAZA: 6pm 
Mondo Tikis
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 8pm 
Kings County
FOO BAR: 10pm DJ Ducati
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
TBA
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ
KEY WEST BAR: 9pm Lil Lin 
Band
LOU’S BLUES: 5:30pm 
Karaoke w/ Bob Neal; 9pm 
Groove Infusion
SANDBAR CB: 4pm Jim 
Inman; 9pm Innuendo
SLOW & LOW CB: 6pm 
Pompano Pete
SLOW & LOW Viera: 5:30pm 
Tim England
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8:30pm 
Panama Band; 1:30am DJ
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 6pm Angel 

Entertainment Calendar

City Band
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 
6:30pm Nothins Easy

30 - SATURDAY 
BLIND LION: 8pm Omilasa
CADILLAC COVE: 8pm 
Soultime
COCOA BEACH FISH 
CAMP: 9pm Line Dancing
CROWNE PLAZA: 1pm 
Damion Suomi; 6pm Stones 
Clones
EARL’S HIDEAWAY: 2pm 
Radar Red; 8pm Shovelhed
FOO BAR: 10pm DJ Dexter
HEIDI’S JAZZ CLUB: 7pm 
TBA
HURRICANE CREEK 
SALOON: 7-9pm Free Dance 
Lessons; 9pm Country DJ
KEY WEST BAR: 9pm Lil 
Lin Band
LOU’S BLUES: 1pm Joey 
Ferris; 5:30pm Karaoke w/ 
Cindy; 9pm Luna Pearl
SANDBAR CB: 9pm Joules 
Rio
SOCIAL DISTANCE: 8:30pm 
Love Valley; 1:30am DJ
SQUIDLIPS CB: 2pm 
Campbell & Cross
SQUIDLIPS Mel: 1pm 
Absolute Blue; 6pm Kome 
Back Kid
SQUIDLIPS Sebastian: 1pm 
TBA; 6:30pm Forte

All calendar listings are subject 
to change without notice.

Nov 1: First Friday, Eau Gal-
lery, Eau Gallie Arts District, 
321-253-5553
Nov 1: Friday Fest, City of 
Cape Canaveral, 321-868-1220  
Nov 1: Hotel California, King 
Center, 321-242-2219
Nov 1: Roaring 20’s Gala, 
Space Coast Convention Center, 
Cocoa, 321-474-0966  
Nov 1 – 17: Rent, Surfside 
Playhouse, Cocoa Beach, 321-
783-3127
Nov 2: Jazzoo, Brevard Zoo, 
Melbourne, 321-254-9453
Nov 2: Taste of Space: Celebrity 
Chef Edition, Kennedy Space 
Center Visitor Complex, Merritt 
Island, 855-433-4210

Nov 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Saturday 
Farmers Market at Riverview 
Park, Downtown Melbourne
Nov 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Satellite 
Beach Farmers Market, DRS 
Community Center, Satellite 
Beach, 321-773-6458
Nov 3: Taste of Space: Celeb-
rity Chef Ice Cream Social, 
Kennedy Space Center Visitor 
Complex, Merritt Island, 855-
433-4210
Nov 3, 10, 17, 24, 31: Brevard 
County Farmer’s Market, Wick-
ham Park, 321-633-1702
Nov 8: Classic Albums Live – 
The Lithium Experience, King 
Center, 321-242-2219
Nov 9: Kool and the Gang, King 
Center, 321-242-2219
Nov 9: Food and Wine Festival, 
Downtown Melbourne
Nov 10: Saul Dautch and the 
Flying Horse Big Band, Brevard 
Veterans Memorial Center, Mer-
ritt Island, 321-960-4897
Nov 12: Whose Live Anyway? 
King Center, 321-242-2219
Nov 14: Wheel of Fortune, King 
Center, 321-242-2219
Nov 14: Mixed Media Journal 
Building, Downtown Cocoa 
Beach, 321-613-3480
Nov 16: Epic Tchaikovsky – 
Brevard Symphony Orchestra, 
King Center, 321-242-2219
Nov 16: Bicycle Bar Tour for 
Homeless Veterans, Fishlips 
Waterfront Bar and Grill, mad-
hatterpromotions.com
Nov 16: Park after Dark, Turkey 
Creek Sanctuary, Palm Bay, 
321-676-6690
Nov 21: Digital Painting Class, 
Downtown Cocoa Beach, 321-
613-3480 
Nov 22: A Christmas Story, 
Henegar Center, Downtown 
Melbourne, 321-723-8698
Nov 23: Festival of Trees, Wick-
ham Park Community Center, 
Melbourne, 321-610-8950
Nov 27: Cookie Crawl and Tree 
Lighting, Downtown Cocoa 
Beach
Nov 30: Sounds of the Season 
- Brevard Symphony Orchestra, 
King Center, 321-242-2219

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR

Cultural events provided by 
Brevard Cultural Alliance.
ArtsBrevard.org/events
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By Steve LeClair

So what’s all this Ruckus I hear about? Well, really 
it sort of started with Mayhem, a five piece band 

back in 2014 and after a member left they continued 
as a four piece until around 2017 when the singer 
left. The remaining members continued jamming with 
friends, and then Jeff came in (he was from the Long 
Island circuit) and they started to get some bookings 
and the joke went .... bring on the Ruckus! The band 
plays a good amount of alt rock of Foo Fighters, Alice 
in Chains, Blink 182, and Everlong but you’ll also find 
them doing some reggae styled music.

Patrick Livezey handles the drums and percussion. Pat-
rick’s musical tastes are widely diverse and therefore add 
a musical medley of multi-style infusion into his drumming 
technique giving Ruckus a unique rockin’ flavor. Originally 
from Philadelphia, Patrick has been in the Melbourne area 
since 1985 where he attended Florida Institute of Technol-
ogy and works as a Senior Mechanical Engineer for the De-
fense Industry. Some of Patrick’s favorite bands are Rage 
against the Machine, Tool, Red Rot Chili Peppers, Led Zep-
pelin, Lettuce, Dumpstafunk, and Here come the Mummies. 
Although he was raised on Buddy Rich, John Bonham, and 
Neil Peart, he is heavily influenced by drummers with heavy 
grooves and funky beats like Danny Carey, Chad Smith, and 
Adam Deitch. One of his highlights in his life is when he 
got to meet one of his idols Buddy Rich shortly before the 
legend past away. Patrick has played in many different local 
original and cover bands over the years. He broke into the 
Orlando scene with Sinnkawn and Beemo, playing the larg-
er venues like Hard Rock, House of Blues, and the Social 
to name a view. In Sinnkwan he shared the stage with local 
legend Dave Pastorius for a hot minute before Dave went 
on to the Nature Kids. Patrick also toured and recorded with 
Nashville recording artist Linda Nunez opening up for Sarah 
McLachlan and Pat Travers. After leaving Linda Nunez he 
became a founding member of Brother Bean. Brother Bean 
toured up and down the east coast and became a fixture in 
the festival circuit being on the same bill as Disco Biscuits, 
Lettuce, String Cheese Incident, and New Master Sounds 
to name a few. Another great memory was when Brother 
Bean was one of the finalists of the 2015 Brevard Live’s 
Original Music Series where they went up against General 
Eyes with a young Jake Salter (Tru Phonic) on guitar. In 
2014 Patrick joined local cover band Mayhem with John 
Ashley (Buck 32) and Mac Atha. After Mayhem disbanded, 
he found himself wanting to do more of a original funk style 

RUCKUS

and became a sub fill in percussionist for Funkle Fester out 
of Satellite/Cocoa beach. After Funkle Fester disbanded, 
Flomotion was born. Flomotion is a 8 piece original instru-
mental funk band with a well knit family of great people and 
scratches that original music itch and is currently playing in 
the Brevard Area. Along with throwing some pretty good 
parties, Patrick brings decades of Stage, Studio, and Touring 
experience to the musical juggernaut that is Ruckus.
	 Dr. Jeff MonteLeon, lead vocalist and a local Chiro-
practor here in South Brevard for the past 22 years, has had 
extensive experience as a professional performing musician 
and a front man for the past 37 years.  Originally from NY, 
he toured the North East for 10 years with several acts such 
as The Keep, Head First, Star 69 and Scream.  Among his 
many vocal coaches, he had the privilege of studying with a 
Don Lawrence protégé and 80’s Heavy Metal powerhouse 
Tony Harnell of TNT. In the late 90’s, Dr. Jeff moved to At-
lanta to pursue his Chiropractic studies and simultaneously 
embedded himself in the local Atlanta music scene. One of 
his fondest musical memories during his time in Atlanta in-
cluded getting to perform and play with one his favorite mu-
sical influences “Better than Ezra”. His journey led him here 
to Brevard, where he and his wife have been taking care of 
the community in their Palm Bay location, LifeForce Chiro-
practic. After many years of musical inactivity while build-
ing their practice, Dr Jeff came across one of the founding 
members of Ruckus, guitarist John Ashley, who has left the 
group since. They were forming a project focusing on Al-
ternative Hard Rock of the 90’s and 2000’s, as well as party 
rock favorites, just what he was looking for.  One of the 
things Dr. Jeff loves about playing with Ruckus is the times 

continued page 24
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Brevard Live

when the energy of the crowd clicks with the energy he and 
his band mates are delivering from the stage.
 JT plays guitars. Originally from the Jersey shore, he 
started playing guitar around age 15. He grew up with gui-
tar players in the family and took many of their influences 
starting with his father’s influences of Led Zeppelin, Cream, 
Mountain, Grand Funk Railroad... and his uncle’s influences 
of AC/DC, Black Sabbath, Judas Priest, etc.  After living in 
Texas for a few years, he fell into the world of Stevie Ray 
Vaughan. He commented, “Joining Ruckus got my head out 
of the 60’s/70’s/80’s rut and opened my mind to the more 
modern alternative music scene. Being on stage with these 
guys is the ultimate high. Not only are they professional 
focused musicians, we all get along.” To pay the bills JT 
works for Microsoft as a software engineer. He added, “Be-
ing on stage is a great way of balancing out sitting behind 
a computer for 10+ hours a day. I am also a registered yoga 
teacher to create the perfect ying and yang.”
	 Rob Tatum did not grow up in a musical family and 
as a kid didn’t even know that one of the guitar players in 
each of his favorite bands was actually playing bass. He did 
however know maxing out that “bass” knob on the stereo 
made all music sound better. When he did learn where the 
bass came from, he was astonished to also find that bass 
was not the instrument the cool kids gravitated toward and 
so there were plenty of opportunities for a beginner bassist. 
Rob started playing bass at age 17 and was immediately in 
a band. In the 90’s Rob played in several Brevard County 
rock cover bands including Meanstreak and Slick Willie and 
original rock bands November and Minus Ten. He was able 
to play with some phenomenal musicians and found himself 
on stage in some classic venues including, The Cedar Chest, 
Hotel California, The Hustler, Diggers, The Zoo/Asylum, 
House of Blues, Johnny’s Rockin’ Bistro and the 1999 Mel-
bourne Art Festival. Rob stopped playing in 2000 to raise 
a family and pursue a career in IT. In 2023, a good friend 
reached out needing a bass player. His friend’s cover band, 
Big Fish was scheduled to play their annual benefit show 
at City Church in Palm Bay and found themselves in need 
of a bass player at the last minute. And so, after a 23-year 
hiatus Rob filled in and as a result came to realize just how 
much he actually missed playing. In April 2024, Rob ran 
into John, neighbor and former Ruckus guitarist who shared 
the band’s need for a new bassist and in May of this year 
Rob returned to the stage with Ruckus. He says gigging is 
different now being older and wiser. 
	 Whether you wish to have a good time and dance the 
night away or just enjoy the sounds of Ruckus!! Find them 
on Facebook under Space Coast Ruckus.

Sat., Nov. 16, Rising Tide, Cape Canaveral

Pirate Revolution Ball
Benefit & TV Reality Show

This month Save The Manatee Club will garner support 
from an unlikely Krewe of Pirates, on November 16th, 

at Rising Tide in Port Canaveral, as the Pirate Revolution 
Ball Benefit squares off a philanthropic competition be-
tween Pirates sporting the motto “Take What You Can…
Give it all Back!” All Pirates will be vying for the ultimate 
title of The Robin Hood Of Pirates, for a new TV Reality 
Show named Pirate Revolution. All Pirate booty raised will 
be donated to Save The Manatee Club.
	 Baby manatees are dying at an alarming rate, seemingly 
due to the previous die-off of seagrass in the Indian River 
Lagoon and surrounding estuaries. Undernourished mothers 
are giving birth to underdeveloped calves, thus resulting in 
an estimated 130 perinatal deaths so far this year. Save The 
Manatee Club works relentlessly to create public awareness 
and education to bring back our eco-system and improve 
our water quality before it’s too late. From boating safety 
and a conscious awareness to obey speeds in marked mana-
tee zones, to changing legislation to improve our beautiful 

aquatic heritage in Florida, SMC 
needs your support.Founded in 
1981 by Jimmy Buffett and Flor-
ida Governor Bob Graham, SMC 
works internationally and with 
county governments to protect 
our endangered manatee.
	 The Pirate Revolution 
Ball Benefit for Save The Mana-
tee, promises to be a Swashbuck-
ling event for Pirates and Parrot-
heads alike, with the band Switch 
headlining and Jimmy Buffett 
Karaoke crooners challenging 
one another for the title of Best 
Mango In Paradise.

By Cheryl du Bois
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Carly Rae Jepsen

By Matthew Bretz

Hurricane Helene sat in the gulf 
staring hungrily at Florida like 

it was Thanksgiving dinner. You 
might say it’s late in the season for 
the number of storms we’ve been 
having, but in this state hurricane 
season never really ends - and 
what’s normal now anyway? So, 
while the rest of the peninsula was 
buying canned food and board-
ing up windows, I was packing my 
jeep for a road trip that would take 
me right along the projected path 
of the storm. Why? Because C3, 
the promotors behind Bonnaroo, 
Lalapalooza and a slew of other 
festivals, decided to start a new 
one called South Star right in the 
middle of Huntsville, Alabama. So 
yeah, I might run into some rain 
along the way. I might have to 
navigate downed trees and hunt 
for gas and electricity. I may even 
get all the way there and find the 
city underwater. I might very well 
be risking my life but at the end 
of my journey was the promise of 
two immersive days of live music. 
What’s more rock n’ roll than that?

C3 has an enormous roster of festivals 
and events they put on year after year. 
This year they decided to launch the 
inaugural South Star Festival in Hunts-
ville boasting a line up straight off the 
top 100 of the 1990’s. The plan was for 
2 days (no camping) of back-to-back 
acts shifting the crowd back and forth 
between two stages. The price seemed 
a little hefty at first glance, but the line-
up justified it in the end. And just like 
any other fest you could pay more for 
higher tiered tickets giving you bet-
ter viewing access, better bar service 
and bathrooms and for a premium you 
could even have an actual parking spot 
on site. Everyone else had to find park-
ing somewhere else in the city. Once 
inside, the set up was fairly standard 
and it was easy to see the same C3 sig-
natures I’ve come across at their other 
festivals.

The constant rain was starting to cause 
chaos with the infrastructure and the 
organizers pushed the start time back 
on day one essentially canceling the 
first band, so Candlebox ended up 
being the official opener of the very 
first South Star. For the first half of 
the day sets were 45 minutes - chang-
ing to 60 minutes later except for the 

headliner who got 90 minutes. Need-
less to say, everyone used their time 
wisely and made every minute count. 
Candlebox was no exception as they 
played through hits like “Far Behind”, 
“Change” and “Cover me” to a very 
appreciative crowd. CB has had a re-
volving door of band members over the 
years, but the mainstay has always been 
Tim Martin’s immense rock voice, and 
he’s still got it. As soon as CB hit their 
last note the entire crowd migrated as 
one herd across the grounds to the other 
stage. Pacing the sets with only 5 min-
utes in between bands, this is how the 
entire event would continue to play out, 
and I didn’t mind at all. Unlike other 
multistage shows, there was no reason 
to camp out for an hour to grab a spot 
up front and there were no hard deci-
sions to make about sacrificing one 
band to see another. You got to see it 
all!

Next up was Gin Blossoms. When I left 
Florida, it was somewhere in the 90-de-
gree range, normal for us this time of 
year. By the time I got to Alabama the 
temp was in the low 60s with non-stop 
drizzling. As I stood there cold and wet 
singing along with one of my favor-
ite bands from the era of my youth, I 
consistently experienced little jolts of 
nostalgia with nearly every song they 
played. There was a whole lot of “Oh 
yeah, I forgot about that one!” going 
on.

South Star Festival
Photo by by Charles Reagan Hackleman

Photo by by Charles Reagan Hackleman
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After a soothing shot of 90s pop rock 
the crowd shifted again; this time 
physically and musically. Juvenile 
hit the stage hard slamming the crowd 
with a bevy of strip club classics. “Set 
It Off”, “Slow Motion”, and of course 
“Back That Azz Up” had the crowd 
popping their backs like it was ‘98 - 
as much as they could without hurting 
themselves anyway.

Jane’s Addiction was originally set 
to perform, and no one was more ex-
cited than this guy, but as you may 
have heard, a few weeks before the 
gig lead singer Perry Farrell decided 
to attack guitarist Dave Navarro on 
stage, and they subsequently canceled 
the rest of their “reunion tour.” Every-
one was disappointed by this surprise 
turn of events until it was announced 
that Tom Morello was taking the slot. 
- Jane who? - If you see one concert 
this year you wouldn’t be wrong to 
see Tom Morello. Besides being one 
of the best guitarists on the planet Mo-
rello truly loves what he does, and it 
shows, rock hard and right to the point. 
In addition to his insane solo material, 
he also played covers from greats like 
Bruce Springsteen, MC5 and John 
Lennon. Highlights of course included 
instrumental Rage Against the Ma-
chine songs and Audioslave’s “Like a 
Stone.”

Ludacris puts on a show that can only 

be described by his name’s sake. He 
punches hard from jump, and the en-
ergy never slows down. I don’t know 
how many songs this man has, but it’s 
enough that he couldn’t play full songs 
and get through even a good chunk. 
Luda spent the entire set challenging 
the crowd to prove they were true fans 
by singing along to songs from early on 
in his career and deeper cuts that never 
hit the charts. The people did not disap-
point and gave it back to him fast and 
furiously. It was mind-blowing to wit-
ness a few thousand fans rapping every 
lyric to “Area Codes” in perfect unison.

The next group on stage was pure de-
light and probably my biggest draw for 
this festival. I honestly never thought 
there would be a time when I would be 
watching the talented ladies of TLC 
do their thing right in front of me. 
Most people didn’t think they would, 
or could, go on without the third leg of 
their tripod Lisa “Left Eye” Lopes who 
died in a tragic car crash in 2002. Even 
TLC said they wouldn’t go on. Fortu-
nately, they changed their minds and are 
back on stage. It’s now, 30 years since 
the release of the massively successful 
album CrazySexyCool, and TLC hasn’t 
lost a step. Their set was packed wall to 
wall with sing-along hits and tributes to 
Lopes. As a matter of fact, all of Left 
Eye’s parts are still in the show via re-
corded voice and video.

Second to last was monsters of mean-
ingful rock Shinedown. Earlier that af-
ternoon I had the pleasure of meeting 
drummer Barry Kercher who told me 
the band was pumped and excited to be 
in the lineup. Never having seen a live 
Shinedown show myself I wasn’t sure 
what to expect but I wasn’t going to 
miss it if Kercher was telling the truth, 
and of course he was. Shinedown blew 
it up so big, I nearly forgot they weren’t 
headlining. I’ve always known of the 
band but for some reason didn’t pay a 
lot of attention. Shame on me! I’m now 
a true-blue fan and if you see my new 
bestie Barry tell him I said so.

Last but not least and definitely the 
most colorful was none other than the 
beautiful, talented, never aging Gwen 
Stefani. Sometimes in this business 
we get to hear little rumors about what 
the artists may or may not do during 
their shows; stuff the fans don’t know 
about. Sometimes these tid-bits end up 
being true, sometimes not. Sometimes 
your friend who got to the venue early 
enough to catch Gwen’s soundcheck 
tells you she’s playing mostly No 
Doubt material, and your day gets that 
much better. As headliner Stefani got 
90 minutes to perform, and she filled it 
with an entire show of No Doubt music 
with a few of her solo hits sprinkled in. 
The costumes, the dancers, the fan girls 
dressed as bananas; it was fantastic. 
Just like most of the day, Stefani’s set 
was another sing-at-the-top-of-lungs 
nostalgia party. By this time most of 
the crowd was standing ankle deep in 
mud but I swear not a shit was given.

The next day I woke up to a message 
from the organizers stating that after all 
the foot traffic on the saturated grounds 
the day before, the city had deemed it 
unsafe to continue with the second half 
of the festival. It was disappointing 
news, but the first day was so good all 
I could do was take a breath and start 
wondering who they are going to get 
next year.
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Reviews
By Rob Pedrick

I tried a new thing. Instead of going to the usual venues 
checking out the many awesome cover bands, I attend-

ed Steve Keller’s fund raising event for WFIT at Derek 
Gores Gallery in EGAD. Although Steve and I have been 
contributors to Brevard Live for quite a while, this is the 
first time we met. He deserves many kudos for the relent-
less work that he does for local original artists. 
	 My review is for the duet acoustic act Little Sister. 
I caught them on Keller Radio, 2 songs, and they really 
piqued my interest. So, I decided I needed to broaden 
my experiences with all the genres we have in our area; 
especially the local original acoustic scene.
	 I’ve been a plugged musician all my life. I always 
played for a multitude of a crowd. Acoustic performers 
tend to play for a small crowd. It’s different! The Derek 
Gores crowd reminded me of what 1960’s Greenwich 
Village must have felt like. 
	 Little Sister are Tina Eno and Marcy Brenner. They 
arrived at their name from the fact that each are the 
youngest of three daughters in their perspective families. 
Both grew up in Northern Virginia. They met at an open 
mic session 8 years ago. Eventually, they started getting 
together. Tina and Marcy formed Little Sister this past 
Summer as both of their duo acts were folding. They 
started gigging doing covers just to get acquainted with 
each other musically. The gig at Derek Gores art gallery 
featuring original artists forced them to work on some of 
their original songs.
	 From the very start, as they were setting up to play, 
I could tell what seasoned players they were. Definitely 
they have done this a time or two. Relaxed, unfettered, 
cool and calm. Made sure the mix in the PA system was 
correct and all volumes were satisfactory. Time was lim-
ited so they only played 4 awesome tunes. They started 
out with Tina Eno’s originals, “Raylene”. Vocals were 
powerful and harmonies spot on. Tina on her Martin 
CEO7 and Marcy on her Collings mandolin. This was 
followed by “Joe Bell Flowers” an original from Marcy 
Brenner. Next was “Mona Savona” by Tina Eno. Then 
they performed Marcy’s original “Pass Him By”. 
	 These ladies truly excel with their stage presence, 
originality, dynamic vocals, harmonies, and grasp of 
their instruments…and they have fun! If you like Con-
temporary Folk, Little Sister is definitely for you! 

Little Sister



 Brevard Live November 2024 - 29



30 - Brevard Live November 2024



 Brevard Live November 2024 - 31



32 - Brevard Live November 2024


